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„ markable Story our Bleſſed Lo RO 
1 4 males in anſwer to an important Que- 
ſtion put to him by a Jewiſh Lawyer, 
V.,. 25. about What he ſhould do to inherit 
Eternal Life? The Queſtion it ſelf ſeem'd to be fair and 
reaſonable enough, and ſuch as any one that was 
anxiouſly concern d for his Salvation, would be moſt 
forward and ready to make: And He, it may be, the 
more fo, becauſe he was ſufficiently prepar d, as he 
thought, to give our Saviour a ſatisfactory Account 
of himſelf, from his conſtant Obſervance of the Two 
Great Branches of the Law, touching the Love of God 
and of our Neighbour ; and fo far indeed our Saviour 


count he being moſt willing to juſtifie himſelf, ver. 29. 
as ſuppoſing he had nothing more to do to make him 
worthy of Eternal Life, puts this farther Queſtion in 
the ſame Verſe, --- And who is my Neighbour? For he 
look d upon none as ſuch, but what belong d to his 
own Nation and Religion only, and therefore thought 

that 
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commends and approves of him. Upon which Ac- 
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* ve,. 25. about What he ſhould do to inherit 
Eternal Life? The Queſtion it ſelf ſeem'd to be fair and 
reaſonable enough, and ſuch as any one that was 
anxiouſly concern'd for his Salvation, would be moſt 
forward and ready to make: And He, it may be, the 
more ſo, becauſe he was ſufficiently prepar'd, as he 
thought, to give our Saviour a ſatisfactory Account 
of himſelf, from his conſtant Obſervance of the Two 
Great Branches of the Law, touching the Love of God 
and of our Neighbour ; and fo far indeed our Saviour 
commends and approves of him.—Upon which Ac- 
count he being 5 willing to juſtiſie himſelf, ver. 29. 
as ſuppoſing he had nothing more to do to make him 
worthy of Eternal Life, puts this farther Queſtion in 
the ſame Verſe, --- And who is my Neighbour? For he 
look d upon none as ſuch, but what belong d to his 
own Nation and Religion only, and therefore thought 
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that he had punctually perform d his Duty, and might 
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thereupon very juſtly be entitl d to the Rewards of it, 
ſince * had been careful in acting up to the Nature 
and Meaſures of that Love which the Interpretation of 
his own Law both inculcated and enjoyn d: But our 
Bleſſed Lok D, the All- wiſe Diſcerner of the Heart, 


knowing wherein his Miſtake and great Defect lay, 


does not preſently go about to confute it by a direct 
and poſitive Deciſion of the Caſe, but puts the Solu- 
tion of it under a plain and parallel Repreſentation, 
the better to work upon his Underſtanding, and ſa- 
tisfie his Conſcience in the Extent of his Duty, and, 
which was the ultimate End of both, to win over his 
Practice in the Performance of it. ee ee 

In order to which good End, our Saviour propounds 
a moſt compaſſionate Inſtance of an unfortunate and 
diſtre(s'd Few that was reliev d by the Kindneſs and Care 
of a Good Samaritan, which by chance was travelling 
by the way where he lay, after he had been left neg- 
lected and unpity d by two of his Fellow-Countrymen 
which ſaw him and paſſed by on the other ſide, ver. 32. 
And then, from a particular Illuſtration of this ſignal 
Example of, Mercy and Commiſeration, he appeals 
to the Heart and Conſcience of Him that was fo rea- 
dy to make the Enquiry, to determine which of the 
Three was Neighbour to him that fell among the Thieves? 
ver. 36. And from a convictive Evidence of the Equi- 
2: of the Caſe, he was forc'd to give the Preference to 
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the laſt, and to confeſs in the following Verſe, achat it 
was He that ſhewed Mercy on him. From which moſt 
reaſonable Deduction, we have this concluſive Appli- 
cation made by our Bleſſed LORD in the Words of 
the Text, Then ſaid: Feſtus unto him, Go and do Tho 
lilewiſe; i. e. It thou wilt be perfect in thy Duty, and 
deſerve the Reward of entring into Life, ſee that thou 
take care to act the like Good Part thy ſelf, by letting 
thy Charity and Love to thy Neighbour become as 


. I ſhall not think my ſelf oblig d, either from the De- 
| ſign of theſe Words, or the Occafion of our preſent So- 

A lemnity, to entet upon a large and critical Deſcription 
of the ſeveral Diſtinctions that were obſerv d between 
4 the Jews and the Samaritans touching the Meaſures of. 
8 their Religious ws or the Manner of their Civil Con» 
7 verſe : it may ſuffice to obſerve in general; that they) 
7 were widely differing from each other in Both; and 
: that, upon that very Account; there always was a mu- 


tual Eumity and Animoſity between them, and irre- 
concilable Diſtance both in Opinions and Agections 
prevail d among them. Which may ſerve by the way 
to give us a clearer and more eminent Illuſtration of 


che Parable that gave riſe to the Text, and to ſhew us 


how peculiarly Great and Diſtinguiſhing it was in its 
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What therefore we are more eſpecially to remark 


from it, is, That we muſt not confine our Neighbours 


reach, to make amends for theſe many ſenſible Im- 
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hood and Friendſhip, our Gratitude and Kindneſs, our 
Pity and Love, within the narrow Limits of our ſelves, 
nor to thoſe of our own Parties and Perſwaſions, of 
our own Kindred and Acquaintance, no, nor yet to 
thoſe of our own Nation or Country only, but to all 


in general that bear the ſame Species with our ſelves , 


It muſt reach the common Notion of All Mankind , 
Our Inclinations muſt be as large as our Capacities, 
and our very Endeavours of Doing Good be equal to the 


\ ſeveral Occaſions and Abilities we have of Doing it. 


And therefore, from this unqueſtionable Obligation 
drawn from theſe Words of Going and doing lilewiſe, we 
have the vital Spring and Principle of Religion de- 
{crib'dto us in Little; have a plain and comprehenſive 
Rule given us, by which we may ſee wherein the _ 

UC 


Genius and Eſſentials of it do conſiſt. For have we 


a happy Diſpoſition of Doing Good implanted in our 
very Natures, oy the Great G O D and Author of our 
Beings, and ſhall we not then act leaſt like our ſelves 
and the Deſigns of our Creator, if we neglect to exert 
and improve it? Can we be touch d with a commi- 
ſerating Senſe of one another's Infirmities, and do we 
all labour under the preſſing Neceſſities of a frail Nature, 
and yet ſhall not we do what in us lies to rectiſie theſe 
Diſorders, and to endeavour, as far as our Power will 


gertectior 
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at the Hampſhire - Feaſt. 
perfections, by mutually contributing ſuch neceſſary 
Supplies to the Defective Parts, that all at laſt may con- 
ſpire in the Good and Benefit of the Vhole? Eſpeciall 
conſidering that the Happineſs of That Life we are al 
ſeeking after, depends very much upon the conſulting 
and promoting of one another's Happineſs in This. © 

To the intent then that ſo good and commendable 
aWork may have its proper and moſt ſucceſsful Influ- 
ence upon us, and that the Doctrine and Example of 
the Text may be the better tranſcrib d in our Life and 
Practice, I ſhall make it my Buſineſs at this Time, 
and upon this ſo very ſeaſonable and inviting an Occa- 
ſion, to endeavour to do theſe Four Things. 


I. To ſhew, That Acts of Pity and Minificence are | 
the moſt ſignal Teſtimonies we give of the Sound- 
neſs and Sincerity of our Religion. 
II. To ſhew, That theſeare the beſt Proviſion we can 
make againſt the Calamities and Grievances of the 
preſent Life. r 
III. I ſhall look to ſome of thoſe Privileges and Eu- 
couragements that are annex d to the cat and con- 
ſcientious Performance of them. And then in the 
IV. and laſt place, That theſe Things put together, 
lay upon us the ſtrongeſt Obligations to excite us 
to the Practice, and to engage us the more ſtrictly 
to follow this Advice, -- To go and do likewiſe. * 
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FHirſt af all chen, am to ſhew, That Acts of Fig An 
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B Acts of Pity and Mwnificence I mean all thoſe Offices 
and Obligations which by the indiſpenſible He of 
Reaſon and Religion we owe to one another; ſuch as 
tend to the bettering and perfecting Human Natures, 
and which we are to carry a ſpecial Regard to, as we 
are Men, and as we are (hriſtians. — Now theſe are as 
various as our Opportunities and Abilities in the World 
are, and which every Man, by moving faichfully in His 
own proper Sphere, may belt be able to direct him in. 
For inſtance: Some Men, by the happy Privilege of a 

ſuperiour Underſtanding, may reaſonably be allowed 
to 72 others in the N uſeful of 
Wi/dom and Knowledge 5 and tis theit proper Buſinefs to 
adviſe Fa direct, — counſel: and AAR thole-who 
want theſe Attainments, and are of leſs extenſive Ca- 
pacities than chemſelves; to remove the Scales from 
their Eyes, and diſpel che Clouds from their benighted 
Underſtandings, and fo, in a moral ſenſe, to become ¶ ous 
Hyes to the Blind, and Lights to the World. Others may che 
peculiar Eminency of that Pomer and Authority they are I] and 
inveſted with, and the Grandeur oß that Station they I ic 
are plac d in; Theſe have the Noble Advantages of of 
promoting Juſtice and Integrity, of countenaneing and ¶ tior 

encouraging Vertue and Sobriety, ans by ther Pre- 
ſcriprion and Example, to ſirengrhen and gltabliſh.che 
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Common Welfare and Happmeſs z tlie Luſtre: of their Good 
Works may be ſo: influential, as to draw many over 
daily unto Righteouſneſs, and they may even tranſcribe 
Themſelves in the Lives and Actions of their Behol- 
ders, and by ſo doing, ſhine © as ſo mam Stars in the 
Firmament for ever. Others again, though in a Sta- 
tion much inferior to cheſe, have yet ſuch Talents 
given them as may be well and commendably em- 
ploy d; they may be very ſerviceable to the Publick 
Good, by a Loyal and dutiful obedience to their Su- 
periors and Governors ; by a peaceable Behaviour, 
and an active Diligence in that State of Life Provi- 
dence has placed them in; and by keeping up a 
Friendly Coreſpondence, and Reciprocal Agreement 
among each other, may make the Body Politick, of 
which they are Members, unite in Harmony and Lope. 

So that no Man, of what Calling or Employment, in 
what State or Condition ſoever, can be exempted or 
excuſed from following the Example of the God Sa- 
maritan before us, of labouring at the like induſtri- 
ous Zeal for the Good of Mankind, and of giving 

the World a Proof that It has been the better be his 
coming into it. Thoſe that abound with the Plenties, 

re ¶ and more than common Conveniences of human 
„Life; thoſe: whom God has bleſſed with the encreaſe 

of Nl of good Things in it; theſe have the ſtronger Obliga-' 
tions lying upon them to reach out their aſſiſting 
Hand to the Miſerable” and Afflicted, and to _— | 
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from their own larger 


the Neceſſities of the Indigent, 


and more copious Stock; theſe have the Happy 
Opportunity of gathering in a plentiful Harveſt 4 
9 


Heaven, and, in the moſt ſignificant manner, of 

ing up Treaſure there. And on the other Hand, They 
that are the compaſſionate Objects of the Rich Man's 
Bounty, and whoſe Heart He has cauſed to ſing for 
Joy (as Job elegantly expreſſes it) have it in their 
Power to offer up the grateful return of their Prayers 
and Supplications, of their Good Wiſhes, and Good 
Wills, 9 their hearty Inclinations and ſincere Endea- 
vours for him; and tis more than probable, this may 
be the beſt Means, the moſt perſwaſive Rhetorick to 
prevail with Heaven for a Bleſſing upon their liberal 
Benefactor, and to cauſe that whatſoever he doth, it 
may proſper. Thus both High and Low, Rich and 
Poor, one with another, have very ſtrong and indiſpen- 
ſible Obligations lying upon them to Pe mutual Of- 
fices of Pity and Munificence, and ſuch as the Com- 


mon Laws of Nature and Humanity do moſt ſenſibly 


lead and incline them to. 
And if we are taught this very uſeful Leſſon from 
the bare Light of Nature, ſurely then we are much 


more ſo from a higher Diſpenſation than that of Na- 


ture, viz. from the Laws and Injunctions of Chriſt 
himſelf. HE who made it his conſtant Buſineſs to 
20 about doing Good, and by His own moſt refulgent 


Example has ſet us the brighteſt Pattern of the pro- 
„ oundeſt 
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foundeſt Pity and Love to a miſerable and à helpleſs | 
World, HE undoubtedly is the ſureſt and the FER 
Precedent we can follow, and hath left us the beſt 
Directions how we ſhould treadin his, ſteps; not indeed 
after the ſame equal Meaſures of Goodneſs, (For who 
among us can be ſufficient for theſe things?) but by a 
hearty and conſcientious Endeavour — a Likeneſs 
and Imitation of Him. As twas his moſt delightſo | 
Employment upon Earth to heal the Sick, to cure the 
Diſtemper d, to give Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the 
Lame; As He made the Deaf to hear, and the Dead to 
riſe, and gave Tongues to thoſe that were Dumb, to give 
Glory to God; In a ward, as He brought Men out of _ 
Darkneſs into Light, and from the Power of Satan unto | 
God, ſo hath He ſhew'd us by theſe moſt convincing 1 

| 


Evidences wherein the very Nature of That Religion 
He came to eſtabliſh among Men did principally lie; 
He hath ſhewed thee, O Man! what is 34's and by 1 
teaching thee to do Juſtice and to love Mercy, hath given 
thee a ſufficient Demonſtration that the Divine Inſtitu- h 
tion He taught conſiſts not in Speculation, but in Pra- 
dtice. And therefore, ſince the moſt practical Profeſſor 
is the moſt Chriſtian one, we ſee, while we are Labourers 
in the Vineyard, and. Stewards for Life, what our great 
Aim, and End, and Buſineſs muſt be; we ſee that the 
beſt Proof we can give of our Obedience to our Great 
Lord and Maſter (to whom we are all accountable) 
is, as we have Him for an Example, to go and do 6/4 -- 
3 | _ wifes 4 


1 . 


a —5iEʒctB⁵ääkͤ[ ů 


A Sex Mon: Preucbd 


wife : To make it our great Delight, as 'tis always the y 
beſt Employment of our Lives, to viſit the Sick, to 2 
inform the Ignorant, to be compaſſionate agg aſſiſting R 


to the Poor, to comfort the Diſconſolate, and heal up E 
the broken-hearted, and ſo to act the Good Samaritan, by ne 
powring Oyl into the wounded parts, and diſtributing to 6. 
every one according to their neceſſary Occaſions ; and I C 
by ſo doing, to become the Noble Inſtruments of te- an 
ſtoring and re-eſtabliſhing the Peace and Safety, the Iſ to 
Comfort and Satisfaction, the Health and Happineſs Ct 
of our Fellow-Brethren and Fellow-Chriſtians, hol. Pre 
that bear the ſame Image, and are entitł d to the ſame 
Privileges with our ſelves; of thoſe, in a word, that 
are Fleſh of our Fleſh, and Bone of our Bone. | 
| You ſee then, Brethren, what your High Calling in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus does all _ ſuppoſe and imply; You 
ſee, thar if, with the inquiſitive Lawyer, you would be 
ſarisfied in the Concerning Affair about what you muſt 
do to inherit Eternal Life, you muſt imitate the active 
Diligence of the Compaſſionate Samaritan, and with- 
out any Heſitation or Excuſe reſolve to go and do like- 
wiſe —You muſt remember that the proper Work and 
Buſineſs of a Chriſtian conſiſts not in an idle and un- 
active Faith, in ſome empty Obſervances of the external 
Garb and Form of Religion, but in ſuch a conſcientious 
Carefulneſs of maintaining GoodWorks, as may ſufficiently 
demonſtrate the Life and Power of it, and entitle us to 
the commendable Character of good and profitable Ser- 


vants. 
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vants. In vainmay we boaſt of a Phariſaick Righteouſ- 


Religion, if our Religion does not lead us to viſit the 
Fatherleſs and Widow, and our ' Righteouſneſs exceed 
not that either of the Scribe or Phariſee. The Love of 
God: and of our Neighbour, the Good Chriſtian and the 


another; and tis altogether as poſſible for us to hope 

to go to Heaven without Chriſtianity, as to be good 
Chriſtians without Garity.— And let this ſuffice for 

Proof of my. firſt Particular, which was to ſhew, That 
Acts of Pity and Munificence are the moſt ſignal Teſti- 
monies we can give of the Soundneſs and Sincerity of 
our Religion.— I come now to the ſecond Main Thing 


of my Text, which was to ſhew,  — 


II. Secondh, That ſuch Expreſſions of Hoſpitality 
and Pity, as they are the principal Ingredient of our 


againſt che Calamities and Grievances of the preſent 
Life. And indeed, if we turn our Eyes round upon 
the many ſenſible Indigencies of Human Nature, if 
we take a Survey of the numerous Evils and Inflictions 


and mortal State, we ſhall find Reaſon more than 


at in us lies to alleviate» 


and engage us to go and do wh 
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neſs, and make loud Pretenfionstoa pure and undefiled | 


Charitable Man, do mutually ſuppoſe and infer one 


[ r d to inſiſt upon, as fairly deducible from the 
Words 3 
Religion, fo are they the beſt Proviſion we can make 


which make up a conſiderable part of this miſerable; | 


n 


„ 11. — -» 


ASE RMO Preach 


— — 


che Burthen of Life, and to prevent the Univerſal Ma 
lady, and fo to ſtop the Current of thoſe many and 
great Inconveniences which flow from the-unhappy 
Circumſtances of a diſorder d and imperfe& State. 
And this we can't but do, if we conſider that tis the 
great Deſign of Providence to make very unequal Di- 
{tributions of Affairs to the Sons of Men in this Life, for 
many Wiſe and Good Ends; and this may very juſtly 
be reputed One among the reſt, viz, That they might 
expreſs their Dependence upon G 0D, and learnthere. 
by to be mutual Helps and Comforts to one another. 
For why elſe does the Wiſdom and Goodnels of Gop 
many times ſee fit to place ſome in a low and afflicted 
Condition, leaving em to ſtruggle wich all the Hard- 
ſhips of Want and Penury, and that they ſhould not 
be able to extricate themſelves out of theſe Preſſures by 
all the Art and Induſtry they can uſe? Why do others 
lie languiſhing upon their Sick Beds, and are tortur d 
with the Pains and Agonies that flow from a periſhing 
and enfeebl'd Body * Others depriv d of the uſe of 
their Limbs or of their Senſes, and have wholly loſt 
all the Comforts and Enjoyments of their Lives ? Or, 
laſtly, Why do others labour under the Sorrows and 
Heavineſs of a troubl d and dejected Spirit, infomuch 
that their Souls many times refuſe Comfort; and ſome 
again {mart under the perpetual Anguiſh and Horror 
both of Body and Mind? To what purpoſe is this 
great variety of Senſible Evils ſent among W 
; | e F (the 


—- 
b = i l 
mm... 


* 


at the Hampſhire-Feaſt. 


(che genuine Emanations of Original Guile) * d wi — 


are they ſo very rife and prolifick in the World, but 
chiefly for this intent, that thoſe who are happily freed 
from theſe Inflictions, and yet are themſelves equally 
obnoxious to em, ſhould be touch d with a deep and 
commiſerating Senſe of their Condition who labour un- 
der them, and, by a moſt agreeable Sympathy, learn 
not only to rejoice with them that do rejoice, but to weep 
alſo with them that weep z that the Rich and the Wealthy 

be ready to ſupply the Neceſſities of the Poor and the 
Indigent; the Healthy and the Strong thoſe of the Di- 
ſtemper d and Infirm; and laſtly, that the Men who 
are Sound in Judgment and Perkect in Mind apply the 
Sovereign Balſam to their weak and ſorrowful Brother, 


and do all they can to give Eaſe and Refreſhment to 


his troubl d and unquiet Conſcience ? Each one of 


which muſt periſh unpitied and unaſſiſted, were it not 
for the ſeaſonable Prevention of thoſe whom the Wiſe 


dom of Providence has capacitated and enabled both 


to comfort and relieve, 8 

And here I cannot but with equal Shame and Grief 
obſerve how much this moſt Uſeful and Publick Spirit 
(che very diſtinguiſhing Mark and CharaFeriſtick, of our 


Profeſſion) is wanting among us, and how common 


a thing it is to ſee, inſtead thereof, a Principle of a 


Selfiſh and Narrow Temper bear ſuch an Univerſal Sway 


among thoſe who lay claim to the ſame Common Faith; 


and are entitl d tothe ſame-Common Salvation with each. _} 
- ; * — * ö 1 V 4 2 0 p 1 
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other. 
Spirits there have been found, who, God be thanked, 
have been a conſiderable Confutation to this Objection: 
The Munificent Bene factions which this Great and Loyal 
City does abound with, the Houſes of Hoſpitality (thole 
publick Receptacles for the Miſerable and Infirm) the 
Friendly Correſpondence, and more particularly. Your 
Oun Appearing here at this Time, upon the moſt 
commendable Occaſions of Charity and Brotherly Love, 


have, it muſt be confeſs d, in ſome good meaſure put 
a ſtop to this Complaint ; bur yet the Complaint it ſelf 
is juſt and reaſonable {till : For, ales! how few are the 


Number of thoſe who have been bleſs'd with this Free 
and Bounteous Diſpoſition, in compariſon to thoſe 
whoſe Proſpect reaches no farther than Themſelves, 
and all whoſe Projects and Contrivances, whoſe Aims 
and Ends, whoſe Intentions and Actions, are centred and 
circumſcrib d within the particular Limits of their own 
Self-Intereſt ! What Regard can ſuch Men have for 
the Publick Good of Mankind, the ſordid Meanneſs 
of whoſe Tempers will not ſuffer 'em to ſtir a foot, or 


lend the leaſt aſſiſting hand toward the Support and 


Preſervation. of the Body-Politick whenever any ur- 
gent or neceſſitous Occaſions call for it, but eſpecially 
then when it ſeems to touch upon their own particular 
Welfare or private Concern * What Proviſion can fuch 
as theſe ever be ſuppos d to have the heart to make 


for the Poor? What Comforts to the Helpleſs? Or. 


what 


what Reparation for many ſenſible Loſſes and Un- 
voidable Miſeries chat fall upon the afflicted part of 


the Needy, and are Deaf and Blind at the moſt mo- 


ving and awak ning Objects of Mercy and Pity? In 


ſhort, If we dare trace the Cauſe up to the Fountain- 
head, I fear 'twill in a great meaſure be found owing 
to the Cruelty and Extortion, to the Tnjuſtice and II 
Nature of fuch Worldly-minded Men, that ſo little 
Faith and leſs Charity is to be found upon Earth, and 


that there are ſuch à Number of Complainers in our 


Streets. Were all the Members of Civil Society of this 
Low and Selfiſh, of this Narrow and Degenerate Diſpoſi- 
tion, what, I pray, muſt become of Society it ſelf in a 
imall — of Time? Where would be the Strength 
or Security of whole Nations and Communities, and 
what Principles of Honour or Honeſty would be leſt 


among Men? All mutual Commerce and reciprocal 


Obligations, which are the very Bonds and Cements 
of Society, would preſently ceaſe; and what an Inun- 
dation of Miſery and Confuſion would _— follow 
upon ir, twere eaſie for any ofte with a very little ap- 
plication of T _— to be able to foreſee. 


And therefore, ſince tis chiefly owing to the Abili- 
ties and Inclinations, to the Capacities and Endeavours of 


ſome Publick-ſpirited Men, that fo great a Miſchief is 
prevented, this plainly enough ſhews -w 
„ cqually 


Pr 1 - — 


Mankind, who get as far off as they can from theſe 
Calamitous Inſtances, who ſtop their Ears at the Cry of 


hat Others, 
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" equally Capable of doing the ſame Great and Good 
Offices, ſhould do; and that They, ſceing their good 
Works, might be ſtirred up to a happy Emulation of 


the like Example, and by going and doing likewiſe, learn 


both to expreſs their good will towards men, and to glo- 
rifie their Father which is in Heaven, - 
Had the Good Samaritan (the lively Pattern of our 
Imitation) paſs'd by the mangld Body of the half. 
expiring Jew with the ſame Coldneſs and Indifferency 
as the Prieſt and the Levite before him did, had he 
left him naked and helpleſs, and weltring in his own 
Blood, in which deplorable Condition he at firſt 
found him, the diſconſolate Wretch muſt in all proba- 
bility have actually periſh d for want of a day Suc- 
cour and Relief, nx there would have been no hopes 
of Life left, becauſe there were no Charitable Hand 
to help and raiſe him up again: But the Generous Suc- 
courer, like a true Neighbour and a hearty Friend, tho 
a FROM Stranger to him himſelf, is not content to 
pals him by with a bare piteous Look, or ſorrowful 
Sigb, or commiſerating Wiſh, (the eaſie expreſſions of a 
uſeleſs Mourning) but proceeds to an actual and an 
immediate Application; chuſes rather to go without 
himſelf, than let the miſerable Object lack that ſhare 
of Oy] which was ncceſſary to ſupple his Wotinds 
and aſſwage his Pain, and might be inſtrumental in 
reſtoring him to himſelf again: And ſo far was he 
from conſulting his own private Good, that he freely 


quits 


at the Hampſhire-Feaſt. 


—_—— 


quits his own Beaſt to ſer the other on, in order to ſee 
him conducted the ſooner and the ſafer to the hoſpi. 


table Inn; and that nothing might be wanting to Fi 
Recovery and Cure, reſolves to defray the Charges of 
it out of his own private Purſe, engages for the Pay- 
ment of the Surpluſage, and would rather in ſome ſort 
ſuffer himſelf than ſee the other periſh for want of it. 
A moſt ſignal Inſtance this of a Res and undiſſembl d 
Charity, and ſuch as may ſerve to upbraid the Sloth 
and Negligence, the Cloſe 

who are equally capacitated, were they but equally in- 


at the ſame time encourage thoſe who are both ſo, to 


be as tender of, and aſſiſting to the like pitiable Ob- 


their Grievances, and turn the very Occaſion of their 
Sufferings into Matter of Rejoicing. Which that we 
wy the better and the more earneſtly perſwaded 
to do, I proceed now in the BE 


— 


III. Third place, to preſs the Application of the 
Inſtance, by tive ſome of thoſe no and Er- 
couragements that are annex d to the careful and con- 
ſcientious Performance of ſuch a truly- valuable and 
indiſpenſible a part of Chriſtian 


- 


Gop or of Conſcience, we 


. — : 


eneſs and Selfiſhneſs of thoſe 


clin d to the like Generous Proceedings, while it does 


jects, by binding up their Sores, and pouring Oyl into their 
Wounds, and by ſo doing to remove the Cauſes of 


Duty— And here, 
if we conſult either Scripture or Reaſon, the Laws of 
ſhall find chat the very | 


— 


A SERMON Preachd 


Act of doing good is, as of all other Duties the moſt 
preferable, ſo is it of all others the moſt rewardable. 
Miſtake me not, I beſeech you, as if I were going 
about to eſtabliſh a vain Opinion of any inherent 
Worth or Merit of our own, or that, by all the Good 
Works we cando, we ſhould, upon that very Score, 
pretend to ſtand upon our own Bottom, or challenge 
an indiſputable Right of Reward as a juſt Debt due 
to us from our Almighty Task-Maſter : Alas ! we have 
roo much of Earth about us, too many diſcouragin 
Corruptions and Imperfections that cleave to 8 
prevent for ever our laying Claim to any ſuch Privi- 
lege, ſince when we have done our Utmoſt, we muſt 
ſtill be fore d to confeſs our ſelves meer Debtors to 
Heaven, and that we are at our very beſt but inprofi- 
table Servants. So that tho this be true in Fact, yet the 
Encouragements we have to be moſt h and Zzea- 
lous in che moſt acceptable Offices of Beneficence and 
Love, are ſuch as fow purely from the Free-Will.of 
GoD, by which He is graciouſly pleaſed to overlook 
our other Imperfections, and by a peculiar Act of 
condeſcending Mercy to accept of rhe Sincerity of our 
Endeavours in lieu of à perfect Obedience, , and ſo 
imputes that Good we do to others, by an Interpre- 
tation of the ſame kind Intention as if it were actual) 
done to Himſelf. For the Confirmation of which we, 
are aſſured by the ſame Divine Authority, that th . 
merciful Man ſhall obtain Mercy, that Charity ſhall coveraſſh, | 5 


U 
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multitude | 


owe 


hat 


: 
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multitude of Sins, that he that ſheweth Pity to the Poor 
lendeth to the Lord, and that the Good Man (which is 
there pur for the Bounteous Giper) ſhall obtain Favour of 
the Lord, Prov. xii. 2. Expreſſions that ſhew us the 


Reward — And this will appear moſt convincingly 
evident, if we conſider, 1. That the Practice of ſuch 
a good Work will adminiſter the greateſt Comfort 
and Satisfaction to a Man's Mind in this Life; And 
2. That twill be to him the greateſt Cauſe of his Re- 
joicing in the next. 8275 2 
Firſt then, twill adminiſter the greateſt Comfort and 
$f lies to his Mind in this Life: For what Entertain- 
ments can be more ſuitable tothe Nature, or better fill the 
Capacities of the Soul of Man,thanthoſe which flow from 
a pleaſing Senſe of, and a joyful Reflection upon his 
own Good Actions? The Delights of Senſe, as they are 
ſhort and fleeting, empty and unſatisfying, fo do they 
(as moſt of the Things of this Life do) often end in 
Anxiety and Loathing. For when did you ever know 
the Looſe. and Voluptuous ſatisfied or content with his 


QUI 
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pe power and Greatneſs? Or, laſtly; the Covetous Worldling, 

2 hat has ſer up Mammon for his God, and plac'd his 
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Excellency of the Work from the very Nature of the 


moſt extravagant Scenes of Senſual Gratifieations? Or 
he Proud" and Tyſolent with the largeſt Acqueſts of 


ery Religion in che 8 of it, ever ſettkd in the 
s or that could fix any 
er Wealth and Riches? 


A SERMON Preach'd 
Each of theſe, as they periſh in the uſing, ſo are the 

deceitful in the enjoying ; they fill & Imaginati 
with Shadows rather than Subſtances, and inſtead of re- 
pleniſhing the Mind with a ſolid Satisfaction, by a 
moſt perverted Uſe, or, to ſpeak properly, by a moſt 
notorious Abuſe of em, often end in heavineſs of Heart: 
Whereas He that has made his Mammon of Unrighte- 


ouſneſs ſubſervient to his Reception into the Everlaſting 


Habitations, and, by a moſt proper Application, turn d 


the Good Things of this Life into the more Advantageous 
Intereſt of the other, He is the prudent Manager that 
has laid in a moſt laſting Stock of Comfort and Sa- 
tisfaction in his own Breaſt, and lodg d there ſuch an 


inexhauſtible Fund of Pleaſure; as is above the reach of 


Time or Chance to be able to rob him of. The grareful 
Reflection upon the Bowels he has refreſhd, the Cauſe 
of the Fatherleſs and Widow which he has ſearch d out and 
done Right to, the ſeaſonable Support of a ſinking Friend, 
and the chearing Peace that be has ſpoken to the troubi d 
Conſcience, will adminiſter ſuch a perpetual Feaſt to his 
own, as the moſt promiſing Gaieties of this Life, and 
all that thou canſt deſire in it, are not to be compar d 
with it. So undoubtedly true is that Obſervation of 
Solomon, Prov. xi. 17. where he tellsus, that the merciful 
man doth Good to his own Soul; The very Refreſhments 
he yields to the Needy and Afflicted ftrike a ſecret Foy 
into his own Heart; He is charm d with the perpetual 
Euge's and Approbations of his Self-applauding Mind, 


and 
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and enters upon a {mall part of that Happineſs in this 
Life, as an Earneſt of that infinitely greater one which 
will be made good to, and compleated in him in the 
next. And this was the St! 

2. Second comfortable Privilege which is to follow 
upon ſuch Acts of Hoſpitality and Munificence, viz. 
That they will give us our Reward at the end of our 
Work, and be to usthegreateſt Cauſe of Rejoicing when 
we ſhall be ready to enter into our Maſter's Joy. Then 
ſhall our Work of Faith be finiſh'd in the full Aſſurance 
of an uninterrupted Bliſs, and our Labour of Love be 
tranſlated into the raviſhing Entertainments of ſuch 
an interchangeable Love, as ſhall be without Labour 
and without End. Then thoſe Monuments of our Charity | 
which we were fo careful to erect in Memory of our | 
deareſt LORD in this Life, ſhall prove the very 
Crown and Perfection of our Obedience in the other, 
and remain as the Everlaſting Memorials of our Diſ- 
cipleſhip to Him; and when all other Graces ſhall ceaſe, 
theſe ſhall be for ever freſh and lively to us, and 
abide with us to endleſs and eternal Ages. And then 
will that Figurative Repreſentation of the Exemplary 
Samaritan be abundantly made good to us in the 35% 
Verſe of this Chapter, --- Whatever thou ſpendeſt, when 
I come again I will repaythee; i. e. I, thy juſt Maſter and 
merciful Rewarder, will faithfully recount to thee all 
thy Good Actions at the Neſurrection of the Juſt; Thou 
ſhalt then receive the deſeryed Recompence 4 * 

aha _ Deeds, 
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Deeds, and becauſe thou © haſt been faithful in à feu 
things, I will make thee Ruler over many things Enter 
thou into thy Maſter s Joy. e : 
_ Theſe are Conſiderations which, frequently and ſe- 
rioully applied to our Thoughts, cannot bur raiſe in us 
che moſt ſenſible Inclinations of Tenderneſs and Pity, 
and make theſe break out into the moſt delighrſom 
Erxpreſſions of Mercy and Love. Which I come in the 


IV. Fourth and laſt place very briefly to enforce up- 
on your Practice, by exciting You to a happy Emu- 
lation of the Good Samaritan, in an Obſervance of the 
like Good and Commendable Actions, and to engage 
You with Him to go and do likewiſe. And here, 7 5 
dering what has been already ſaid, I need not ſure be 
over-tedious in the Application: You have ſeen wherein 
your great Nor and Buſmeſs does conſiſt, and what Gra- 
cious and Glorious Promiſes are annex d to the Per- 
formance of it; and perform it ſure you muſt, if you 
will but conſult the private Dictates of your own Con- 
ſciences, and turn your Eyes inwards upon that very 
Nature you carry about you; Your own Reaſon, when 
duly and calmly hearkned to, will be ready to ſtrike 
in wich the Admonition, and to engage you with all 
ſpeed to ſet about the Work. But I think you have 
in a good meaſure already prevented me in my Ex 
hortations of this Nature, ſince it plainly appears that 
your Endeavours have been anſwerable to your Dick: 

* nations 
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nations, and your Care and Diligence has not been 
wanting in the Proſecution of ſo Good and Neceſſary "© 
an Undertaking. Nay, I dare venture to add, It was 
from ſuch a Proſpect as This that you were at firſt 
induc d to enter into a Combination with your ſelyes, 
and fix d your Reſolutions of Reviving the good and 
laudable Cuſtom of promoting Peace and Brotherly 
Love, of eſtabliſhing a free and more generous Com- 
merce and Converſation among your ſelves, and, by 
the united Force of One entire Body to be enabl'd to do 
that Good which could ſcarcely be effected while you 
continud in the Capacity of private and particular Men. 
Tis the great Deſign of ſuch Inſtances as you here 
give us, to root out the ſordid Seeds of a.Selfiſh-and 
Niggardly Spirit, to file off the Ruſt of a Cloſe and 
Covetous Diſpoſition, and, by the contrary Acts of- 
Friendſhip-and Hoſpitality, to make your Love flow in 
2 large and Univerſal Chanel. Vour Example, as 
Fellow-Citizens and Fellow-Countrymen, plainly ſhews us 
by what Ways and Means the Publick Good may beſt 
be 0 and carry d on; Your pious Care in 
Training up Youth from the firſt Principles of a ſober 
Education towards the fitting em out for uſeful and 
profitable Employments, will be the moſt ſucceſsful 
Methods you can take in order to the making of em 
good Subjects and good Chriſtians, honeſt and-in- 
duſtrious Servants, .and in time alſo they may become. 
good Parents and careful Maſters themſelves, and fo 
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look upon You as the happy Inſtruments not only of 
the Preſervation of their Bodtes, but in ſome ſort alſo of 
the Salvation of their very Souls : And chis moſt truly 
commendable Practice mult needs render your Feaſting 
at this Time, in the 5 Senſe, a Feaſt of Love. 
Let us not then ſatisfie our ſelves in being barely Ne- 
gatively Good, in doing no Hurt to any, and rendring 
to every one their proper Dues, but let us to the Prin- 
ciples of Juſtice be careful to add thoſe of Charity too: 
So ſhall we make up 408 complete:the Character of 
the Good Samaritan, be entitl'd to the Practice and 
Rewards of Religion, and add to it this comfortable 
Advantage, - Thar others ſeeing Your Good Works, 
may be provoked to the like Imitation, and learn from 
Your Example to go and do likewiſe. me.. 

uy 


Which G0 D of bis Infinite Mercy grant, for the ſake 
| of Jeſus Chriſt ow Lord. To whom, with the 
| Father, &c. 4 ye” n 4 
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